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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

Honorable Malise Pricto
St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

Wc have audited the accompanying general purposc financial statements of the St, Tammany Parish Clerk
of Court as of Junc 30, 2001 and for the year then ended as listed in the table of contents. These financial
stalcments arc the responsibility of the management of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court. Our
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements bascd on our audit.

Wc conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards gencrally accepted in the United States of
Amcrica and Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Thosc
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements are frec of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis,
cvidence supporting the amounts and disclosurcs in the financial statements. An audit also includcs
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
cvaluating the overall financial statement presentation. Webclieve that our audit providcs areasonable basis
{or our opinion.

In our opinion, the general purpose financial stalements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respecets, the financial position of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 2001, and the results
of its opcrations and changes in fund balance for the year then ended in conformity with accounting
principles gencrally accepted in the United States of America.

Our audit was madc for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purposc financial statements taken
as a wholc. The combining statcments and individual fund schedules listed in the table of contents arc
prescnted for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purposc financial
statcments. Such combining statements and individual fund schedules have been subjected to the auditing
procedures applied 1n the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, arc fairly
stated in all matcrial respects in reJation o the gencral purposc financial statements taken as a wholc.

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated August 24, 2001
on our consideration of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court’s internal control over financial reporting
and our {csts of compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants.

Lol Huwl §  foaseietio, LT C.

August 24, 2001



[Py LL80]

TLELYO'Y

C[TeTre
050°81Z°C

6900€T'9

L L0l
SLY"890'9
305 6%

£9¢'Y

Ly LL801

e LOI

090°8ITT
9TL0T1

3O0'0L0Y
Ze6°09¢y

(Ao

WRPUBICLIAY)

[€10L

S

S

S

¢TLLOT

€TL L1

£ZL L0]

£ZLl 01

LZL L0

SUOLESQ
WL [ ~BUd]

[BI2UI0

S

———— i

090'81T°C

090°812°T

050'81TT

090'817°C

090°81Z°T

SR
PONL
[ealaly

SANQIN) JUNOIDY

S

e ————

CLY" 8909

SLT'RO0'S

L8909

SLY'890°G

000'0L5°T

LY 86¥ ¢

SPUNJ AdUSBY
- 2dA] punyg

ATeLInp1

1007 "0t =unf

S

S

R

BUBISINOT "{SURJ AUBWILIE] 1§
L0 JO %43]D) YSUB AURWILIB] 1§

JUSWSESS S} 10 Wed [riSau ue aIe s3i0u Sutaueduwiosse 3L

£S17E8H'T S Aymby pund pue SLLIGer [€0L
(AR YA A Ambg pung (0]
A X YA S0UB[Eq putly paalassily
519558 POXI] [RISUSS Ul JUILGSIAU]
Ainbg pung
[LEES seUlIqelT (230
sjqeard sosussqe pajesuaduwo’)
Sisodap pajpasuf
805°6F SRUIAII PA1IIAT
SOy S arqeAed sJUnodOy
-SOUIIQELT
Amibg puny pue saniiqer”]
£317€8Y'T S S198SY [RIOL
SUOLESI[(O LLId]-3UQ] [2I2UDT
JO auIaIal Jo] papiacid 3q 0) Junoluy
SjusIaAa0Iduar pue juawdinby
GTLOT $2IQBAISIY
0000081 SJUSUNSIAU]
LSV 798 S SluaeAInDbS SBY puE yse)
- Sjessy
punj [e1ausn
- adA] pung
[EILRUWIAO)

SdI0HUD INTIODIV ANV STAAL AN TTV - LAFHS HONVIVE JINIHINOD



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Coutt
St. Tammany Parish, Louistana

— — — — — — — — — — —

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES

IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND

For the Year Ended Junc 30, 2001

REVENUES

Fees, charges and commissions for services:
Courl costs, fces, and charges
Fees for recording legal documents
Feces for certified copics

Other

Marriage licensces

Use of moncy and propertly - inlerest carnings
Total revenuces

EXPENDITURES
General government.:
Administration
Reccordings and filings
Morigage certificates
Civil suits and probaltes
Criminal suits and minutes
Elcctions
Accounting and maps

Total expenditures

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENDITURES

FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR

FUND BALLANCE AT END OF YEAR

Budget

$ 2,080,600

2,283,834
250,025
126,536

40,170
200,000

4,987,165

400,423
819,147
644,102
1,419,478
1,351,985
177,572
146,458

4.965.165

22,000

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statcment.

Actual

$ 2,170,026
2,690,144
337,751
93,665
34,951
300,731

5,027,268

429,066
838,003
711,193

1,298,150

1,200,905
135,040
163,030

4,775,387

851,881

1,577,431

$ 2,429,312

W

Variance

Favorablc

(Unfavorablc)

$

89,426

406,310
87,726

(32,871)
(5,219)
94,731

640,103

(22,643)
(18,856)
(67,091)
121,328
151,080

42,532
(16.572)

189,778

829,881




St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The financial statements of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as apphied to governmental units. The Governmental
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepled standard-sctting body for cstablishing governmental
accounting and financial reporting principles. The more significant of the government’s accounting policics
arc described below,

1.  Reporting Entity

As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk serves a four-
year terim as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances and mortgages. The Clerk can
appoint deputics with duties and powers provided by law, with the approval of the district judge.

For financial reporting purposcs, the Clerk includes all funds, account groups, and activitics that arc
within the oversight responsibility of the Clerk as an independently clected parish official. The Clerk
1s solcly responsible for the operations of her office, which includes the hiring or retention of
cmployees, authority over budgeting, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Accordingly, the
Clerk is fiscally independent and a separalc reporting entity. Certain units of local government, over
which the Clerk exercises no oversight responsibility, such as the Parish Council, Parish School
Board, other independently elected parish officials, and municipalities within the Parish, are excluded
from the accompanying financial statcments. These units of government arce considercd scparalc
reporting entities and issue financial stalements separate from that of the Clerk.

2. Fund Accounting

The Clerk uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its
opcrations. Fund accounting 1s dcsigned to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial

management by scgregating transactions rclated to certain government {functions or activitics.

A fund 1s a separate accounling entity with a sel{-balancing sctl of accounts. An account group, on the
other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain asscts and
liabilitics that are not r¢corded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable,
available financial resources.



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continucd)

2.

Fund Accounting (continucd)

The Clerk’s fund types have been classified into two categorics: governmental (General Fund) and
fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds arc described as follows:

Governmental Fund Type

General Fund - The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal
fund of the Clerk of Court and accounts for the operations of the Clerk’s office. The various {ces and
charges due to the Clerk’s office are accounted for in this fund. Gencral operating expenditures are
paid from this fund.

Fiduciary Fund Type

Agency Funds - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency funds account for assets held on
behalf of outside parties, including other governments, or on behalf of other funds within the
government.  Agency funds are custodial in nature (asscts equal liabilitics) and do not involve
measurement of results of operations. The Advance Deposit Fund is uscd to account for advance
deposits in suits filed by litigants. The Registry of Court Fund is used to account for funds held by
order of the court until judgment is rendered by the judiciary.

Basis of Accounting

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and
repor(ed in the financial statements. Basis of accounting refates fo the timing of the measurciments
made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. All governmental funds arc accounted for using
the modified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental funds use the following practices in
recording revenues and expenditures:

Revenues

General fund revenucs such as recording, cancellations, certificd copics, election, certificatcs,
marriage licenses, criminal costs, court attendance fees, and interest revenue arc recorded when they
bccome measurable and available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received,
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCJAL STATEMENTS
June 30, 2001

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POIICIES - Continucd

"

Basis of Accounting (continued)

Expenditures

Generally, expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the
related fund liability 1s incurred. Compensated absences are recognized as expenditures when leave
1s actually taken or when employees arc paid for accrued leave upon termination. The cost of lcave
privileges not requiring current resources 1s recorded in the general long-term obligations account
group.

4.  Budgect and Budgetary Accounting

Formal budgect integration 1s employed as amanagement control device during the year for the General
Fund. Budget amounts mcluded in the accompanying financial statemenis include the original
adoptcd budget and all subsequent amendments. The proposcd budget for the 2001 fiscal ycar was
made available for public inspection at the Clerk’s office on May 26, 2000. Thc proposed budget,
preparcd on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published 1n the official journal 20 days
before the public hearing. The budget hearing was held at the Clerk’s office on June 15, 2000, The
budget 1s legally adopted and amended, as necessary, by the Clerk. All appropriations Japsc al ycar
end.

5. Encumbrances

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the
expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation,
Is not employed by the Clerk.

6.  Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investiments

Cash and cash cquivalents include amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and
time deposits with original maturitics of three months or Iess. Under state law, the Clerk of Court may
deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with statc banks
orgamzed under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under

the laws of the United States.
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court

St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continucd)

6.  Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments - (Continued)

Under state law, the Clerk may invest in United Stales bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. Thesc
arc classificd as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days. Investments are statcd at cost

which approximates market.

7. Short-Term Interfund Recervables/Payables

During the course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds for scrvices
rendered. These receivables and payables are classified as “due from other funds” or “duc to other
funds” on the balance shect,

8. FFixed Assels

Fixed asscts are recorded as expenditures al the time purchased, and the related asscts arc capitalized
(reported) in the general fixed assets account group. All purchased fixed assets arc valued at cost
wherc historical records are available and at estimated historical cost where no historical records exist.
Donated fixed assets, if any, are valued at their estimated fair market value on the date received. The
costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the valuc of the asset or matertally extend
asset lives are not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed asscts.

0. Compcensated Absences

Employeces accrue vacation leave at the rate of 10 to 20 days per ycar, according 1o years of scrvice
with the Clerk’s office. A maximum of S days of vacation leave can be carried forward to the
succeeding ycar with written approval of supervisor or departiment head. Vacation leave in excess of
the carry forward amount is forfeited. Employecs accrue sick leave at a ratc of 6 1o 12 days per year,
according to years of service with the Clerk’s office. Employccs are allowed to carry forward a
maximum of 30 days of unuscd sick leave from year to ycar. Upon tcrmination, or at retirement,
cmployees are paid for unused sick lcave at the discretion of the Clerk. At retirement, cmploycces are
paid for all accrued vacation lcave,
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, l.ouisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

9.  Compensated Absences - (Continucd)

Vested or accumulated vacation leave that is expecied to be hquidated with expendable available
financial resources is 1o be reported as an expenditure and a fund liability of the General Fund.
Amounts of vested or accumulated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated with
expendable available financial resources are to bereported in the general long-term obligation account

group.

10. Long-Term Obligations
Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund arc reported in the gencral long-

ferm obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term
obligations are recognized in the General Fund when due.

11. Total Column on Balance Sheet

The total column on the general purpose financial statements is captioned “Memorandum Only” to
indicate that the amounts are presentcd only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do
not present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation,

NOTE B - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS

At June 30, 2001, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $3,498,026

Book Bank
Pelty cash $ 450 $ 450
Interest-bearing demand deposits 3,497,570 4,360,432
Total $ 3,498,026 $ 4,360,932

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the
resulting bank balances) must be securcd by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of sceuritics ownced by
the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times
cqual the amount on deposit with the bank,

Investments at June 30, 2001 consist of certificales of deposit totaling $4,070,000.

10
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE B - CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS - (Continucd)

These securities arc held in the name of the pledging bank 1n a holding or custodial bank that 1s mutually
acceplable to both partics. AtJune 30, 2001, the Clerk has $8,998,885 in deposits (collected bank balances)
which includes investments in certificates of deposits of $4,070,000. These deposits are sccured from risk
by $658,307 of federal deposit insurance and $8,340,518 of pledged sccuritics held by the custodial bank
in the name of the bank (GASB Category 3).

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of
GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirecment on the custodial
bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that
the bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand.

NOTE C ~- RECEIVABLES

The rcceivables of $120,726 at June 30, 2001 consisted of the {ollowing:

Criminal costs $ 30,070
Advance deposits 02,215
Court allendance 1,175
Recordation 25,346
Miscellaneous 1,920

$ 120,726

The Clerk considers all receivables 1o be collectible; therefore, no allowance has been established for
doubtful accounts.

11



S1. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
S{. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Junc 30, 2001

NOTE D - FIXED ASSETS

The following is a summary of changes in the general fixed assct account group during the fiscal year:

Balance Balance
June 30, June 30,
2000 Additions Reductions 2001

Office equipment and
furniture $1,737,196 $ 133,811 $ 14,002 $1,857,005
Automotive equipment 25,621 - - 25,621
Software 131,000 - - 131,000
Building improvements 204,434 - - 204,434
Total $2,098,251] $ 133811 $ 14,002 $2.218,0060

Total capital outlays reflected in the accompanying financial statcments for the General Fund totaled
$178,731. 'This amount is differcnt from total additions of $133,811 duc to items purchascd below $250

which i1s the Clerk’s cutoff for capitalizing assets and for other non-capitalizable jtcms.
NOTE E - LEASES

The Clerk 1s obligated under certain leases accounted for as operating leases. Operating Icascs do not give
risc 1o properly rights or Jease obligations, and thercfore the resulis of the lease agrecments are not reflecied
in the Clerk’s account groups. Rent payments 0f $129,286 were made during the year ended June 30, 2001.
The following is a schedule of future minimum rental payments:

Ycar Ending June 30 Buildings Copicrs Total
2002 $ 78,000 $ 45,809 $ 123,809
2003 69,000 24,014 93,014
2004 - 4,714 4,714

Total minimum leasc payments $ 147,000 $ 74,537 $ 221,537

The 1.and Records Building lease term ends on Junc 30, 2003. The Clerk has the option 1o renew the
building lcase within ninely days of termination for an additional four years at $11,500 a month.

12



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Junc 30, 2001

NOTE F - COMPENSATED ABSENCES

At Junc 30, 2001, ecmployecs of the Clerk of Court have accumulated and vested $107,723 of employce
Icave benefits. This amount is recorded within the general long-term debt account group.

NOTE G - CHANGES IN LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS

The following is a summary of the changes in general long-term obligations for the year ended Junc 30,
2001:

Balance Balance
June 30, Additions Junc 30,
2000 (Reductlions) 2001
Compensated absencces $ 120,762 $ (13.039) $107,723

NOTE H - RISK MANAGEMENT

The Clerk of Court is exposcd to various risks of loss rclated 1o torts; theft of, damage 1o, and destruction
of asscts; crrors and omissions; injurics to employees; and natural disasters. The Clerk, along with other
Clerks of Court in the State of Louisiana, formed the Clerks of Court Self-Insurance Association Fund
(CSIAF). 1t 1s a public entity risk pool currently opcrating as a common risk management and insurance
program for 36 member Clerks of Court. The Clerks pay an annual premium {o CSIAF for their gencral
insurance coverage. The Articles of Association of the CSIAT provides that CSIAF will be scif-sustaining

through member premiums. The CSIAF pays claims, in excess of the Clerk’s deductible of $7,500, up to
a maximum limit of 1,000,000 for each insured event. During the year ended Junc 30, 2001, no claims were
madec against the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court for risks covercd by the CSIAF.

13



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Junc 30, 2001

NOTE 1 - PENSION PLAN

Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Clerk’s office are members of the Clerks of Court
Retirement and Relief Fund (“System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan
administcred by a scparate board of trustees.

All regular employces who are under the age of 60 at the time of original ecmployment are required to
pariicipate in the System. Employees who retire at or afler age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service
arc entitled {o a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal {0 3 percent of their final-average salary
for cach year of credited scrvice, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average
salary 1s thec cmployec’s average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest
average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their cmployce
contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The
System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and amendcd by statc statuic.

The System 1ssucs an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and
required supplementary mformation for the System. That report maybe obtained by writing to the Louisiana
Clerks of Court Retirecment and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suitc B1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
70810, or by calling (504) 293-1162.

Funding Policy. Plan membcers are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual
covered salary and the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court 1s required 1o contribule at an acluarially
determined rate. The currentrate is 10 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions {o the System also
include onc-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of cach parish. The
contribution requirements of plan members and the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court are established and
may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the cmployer
contributions arc dciermined by actuarial valuation and arc subject to change cach year bascd on the results
of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court’s contributions 1o the
System for the years ending Junc 30, 2001, 2000, and 1999 were $291,230, $287,082, and $256,285,
respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year.

NOTE ] - POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

In addition to the pension benefits described in Note I, the Clerk provides post employment health care and
lifc insurance benefits to all employces who retire from the Clerk under the same restrictions as in the above
note. Asof June 30, 2001, there were 16 retired employees participating in the post ecmployment health carce
and hic plan.

14
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

June 30, 2001

NOTE J - POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS - (Continucd)

The benefits for the covered employees are provided through an insurance company whosc monthly
premiums are paid jointly by the employcc/retiree and by the Clerk. The cost of providing these benefits
for the retirecs 1s separable from the cost of providing bencfits for active employees and are recorded on a
pay-as-you-go basis (cash basis). The Clerk’s portion of the total premiums for the fiscal ycar ended Junc
30, 2001 aggregated $485,530. For the year ended June 30, 2001, the cost of retiree benefits included in
total paid premiums was $27,955.

NOTE K - DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN

The Clerk offers her employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with Internal Revenue
Codc Section 457. The plan, available to all employees, permits them to defer a portion of their salary until
futurc ycars. The deferred compensation is not available to employces until termination, retirement, death,
or an unforesccable emergency. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all properly and
rights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, propcrty, or rights arc
(until paid or made available to the employee or beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the Clerk
(without being restricted to the provisions of bencfits under the plan), subject only to the claims of the
Clerk’s general creditors, Participants’ rights under the plan are cqual 1o thosc of gencral creditors of the
Clerk 1n an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant.

It is the opinion of the Clerk’s legal counsel that the Clerk has no liability for losses under the plan but docs
have the duty of due carc that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The Clerk belicves that
11 1s unhikely that 11 will use the asscts to satis{y the claims of general creditors in the future. Accordingly,
the plan asscts and r¢lated liabilitics have not been included herein.

Investments are managed by the Plan’s admimstrator (The Great West Life Assurance Company). The
choice of the investment option(s) arc made by the Plan participants.

NOTE L - CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

From time to time, the Clerk is involved as a defendant in actual or threatened litigation which is not
covered by insurance. At June 30, 2001, there were no pending or threatened claims which, in the opinion
of the Clerk’s legal advisors, would have a material adverse affect on the financial statements, should such
claims be scitlcd in favor of the plaintiffs.

15



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Courts
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Junc 30, 2001

NOTE M - EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT REQUIRED TO BE PAID BY THE
PARISH COUNCIL

Louisiana R.S. 13:784 requircs the Police Jury to provide the Clerk with all nccessary office furniture,
equipment, and record books. During the ycar ended June 30, 2001, as well as for scveral years prior
thereto, items provided by the Police Jury have been limited to certain officc and storage space and utilitics,

In the accompanying financial stalements, the value of materials, supplies, and services provided by the
Police Jury arc not reflected. In addition, no recognition has been given for the amount, if any, which may
be recoverable for mandated items not provided.

NOTE N - EXCESS FUND BALANCE

L.ouisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years, at the close of the term of office, the Clerk
of Court must pay the Parish Treasurer the portion of the Gencral Fund’s fund balance that exceeds onc-half
of the general fund revenues for the Clerk’s last year of office, while amount shall be limited 1o the total
funds provided the Clerk by the Parish during said term of office. At June 30, 2001, there would be no
amount due the Parish Treasurer because the General Fund’s fund balance docs not ¢xceed onc-half of the

revenuces of the Clerk of Court.

NOTE O - CLERK’S COMPENSATION

The Clerk’s compensation for the yecar ended June 30, 2001, as established by law for salary, statutory
allowance, and custodian of voting machincs was $88,400, $8,840, and $2,400, respcctively.

16
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Junc 30, 2001

NOTE P - CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCE

The following 1s a summary of changes 1n agency fund unsettled deposits:

Agency funds:

Advance Dcposit
Registry of Court
Total

Unsecltled
Deposits at
Beginning

of Ycar

$ 2,754,348
2,700,099

$.5.460,447

Additions Reductions

$ 3,733,779 $ 3,346,003
1,441,119 1,220,807
$ 5,174,898 $ 4.566.870
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Unsettled
Deposits
at End
of Ycar

$ 3,142,064
2,926,411
$ 6,008,475




COMBINING STATEMENTS AND INDIVIDUAL

FUND SCHEDULLES



St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammmany Parish, Louisiana

June 30, 2001

GENERAL FUND

The Genceral Fund 1s the principal fund of the Clerk and 1s used 1o account for the financial resources and
expenditures not accounted for in any other fund.

The following schedules present revenues by source and expenditures by function and character.



S1. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

SCHEDULE OF REVENUES
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAIL FUND

For the Year Ended June 30, 2001

Marriage licenscs $ 34951

Court costs, fces, and charges:
Fces-advance deposit 1,782,848
Criminal costs 375,778
Court attendance | 11,400
2,170,020

Recording of legal documents:

Recording 2,435,693
Canccllations 122,803
Certificales 63,247
Redemptions 11,940
UCC fces 36,444
Policc Jury costs 20,017
2.690.144
Certificd copics 337,751
Misccllaneous:
Election {ees 12,755
Computer time 40,842
Passports 20,773
Supplemental payments 15,532
Other 3,763
93,605
Interest 300,731
Total Revenucs $ 5.627.268

20




St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
S1. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND

For the Year Ended June 30, 2001

Admimistration:
Pcrsonal services $ 211,912
Operating services 194,312
Materials and supplies 8,599
Travel and other charges 7,237
Capital outlays 7,000
429,000
Recordings and filings:
Personal services 731,726
Operating services 47,521
Materials and supplies 21,730
Travel and other charges 3,040
Capital outlays __ 33,980
838,003
Mortgage certificates:
Personal scrvices 622,002
Operating services 65,357
Materials and supplics 14,658
Travel and other charges 1,273
Capital outlays 7,903
711.193
Civil suits and probate:
Personal services 1,171,787
Operating services 69,519
Materials and supplies 42,768
Travel and other charges 3,881
Capiial outlays 10,195
1,298,150

2]




St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (Continued)

Criminal suits and minutes:
Personal services
Opcrating services
Materials and supplics
Travcl] and other charges
Capital outlays

Elcctions:
Personal services
Operating services
Matcnials and supplies
Travel and other charges
Capiial onflays

Accounting and maps:
Personal services
Operaling services
Travel and other charges
Capital outlays

Total Expenditures

Year Ended June 30, 2001

22

1,044,517
04,285
36,384

1,935
53,784

1.200.905

116,469
16,429
1,429
603
110

135,040

107,058
17,904
214
37,854

163,030

$4.775,387

_— — — — m—_—
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Courtl
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

AGENCY FUNDS

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statue 13:842, is used to account for advance
dcposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable 1o the litigants afler all costs have been paid.

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds which have
been ordered by the court to be held until final judgment has been rendered in court litigation, Withdrawal of
the funds can be made only upon order of the court.
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET

AGENCY FUNDS
June 30, 2001
Advance Registry
Deposit of Court
Fund Fund
ASSETS
Cash and cash cquivalents $ 572,004 $2,926,411
Investments 2,570,000 -
Total asscts $3.142,064 $2.9206.,411
LJABILITIES
Unscitled deposits 3,142,064 2,926,411
Total liabilitics $3.142,064 $2.926,411
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Toftal

$3,498,475
2,570,000

$6,068,475

0.068.475

$6.068.475
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St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSITS
AGENCY FUNDS

For the Year Ended June 30, 2001

Advance Registry
Deposit of Court
Fund Fund Total
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT BEGINNING
OF YEAR $2,754,348 $2,706,099 $5,460,477
ADDITIONS
Dcposits:
Sulls and successions 3,728,588 - 3,728,588
Judgments - 1,372,545 1,372,549
Interest carned on mvestiments 5.191 68.574 73,765
Total additions 3.733,779 1,441,119 5,174,898
Tolal 6,488,127 4,147,218 10,635,345
REDUCTIONS
Setilements to litigants 591,570 1,220,807 1,812,377
Clerk costs 1,720,971 - 1,720,971
Sheriff’s fees 437,578 - 437,578
Other 224412 - 224,412
Police Jury costs 177,561 - 177,561
22nd Judicial District Court Fund 04,458 - 04,458
Stenographer fees 52,0673 - 52,673
Jury expenscs 28,050 - 28,050
Scerctary of State 9,100 - 9,100
Court of Appcals 9,690 - 9.690
Total reductions 3,346,063 1,220,807 4,566,870
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT
END OF YEAR $3.142.064 $2,926.411 $6.068.475
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Smith, Huval & Associates, L.L.C.

(A LIMITED LIARILITY COMPANY)
Cerl {ﬁ'ﬁ(f Public Accounianis

P.C3. Box 3790
Covington, l.ouisiana 70434-3790
Samuel K, Smith, CPA (985) §92.6633 - Covington
Patrick “Bryan” Huval, CPA {985) 8924660 - FAX

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

Honorable Malise Pricto
St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

We have audited the financial statements of the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for the ycar
ended June 30, 2001 and have issued our repori thereon dated August 24, 2001. We conducted our audit in
accordance with gencrally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to {inancial audits contained
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Uniled States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court’s financial
statcmenis are frec of material misstatement, we performed tests of 1ts compliance with certain provisions of
Jaws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on
the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with thosc
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not cxpress such an opinion, The results
of our test disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required 1o be reported under Government

Auditing Standards.
Internal Control over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court’s intcrnal control over
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on
(he financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the
internal control over financial reporting that might be material weakness. A material weakness is a condition
in whtch the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components docs not reduce to a
rclatively low Jevel the risk that misstatements, in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial
statements being audited, may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employces in the normal
course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matlers involving the internal control over
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses.



Honorable Malise Priclo
St. Tammany Parish Clerk of Court

St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana

This report 1s intended solely for the information of management and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor., and
1s not intended to be and should not be used by any other than thosc specified parties.

August 24, 2001 M 3 [{Mo & W} xic!



